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To the Honourable Jonun D 0 ND, 


Governour, and Captaine Generall of 
MADAGASCAR, 


> Reat Ations are not enterpriſed by vulgar 


FENNISpirits : without eminent Vertue, man 
I beD ſeldome riſeth above private Intercits: in this 
of io IKIdeligne,you have given the World a Teſtimo: 

Joy of what Latitude your thoughts are, how 
not to be circumſcribed within the common narrow Li- 
mits, The Romans, 1n that glorious Age (which remaines 
an Enyy to all ſucceeding) imployed their moſt famed 
Generals; in diſcovery ot remoteſt If[ands, ard our owne 
had the Honourto be invaded by the greateſt Ceſar : and 
when he made his attempr here, the Indies can afford no 
people more divided in it ſelfe then we were; more weake 
in fortreſſes on land or ſhips at Sea: but time hath refor- 
med us to the Excellency we now ſo much glory in. The 
Noblenefle of his Example ſerves you for cncourage- 
ment ; andI am certaine, the largenefle and fertiliry of 
the Iſland of Madagaſcar, promiſeth you a far morerich 
returne : And it may be poſſible ſomething of his Ho- 
nour. Before you could fet faile, you met with a rough 
ſtorme at Land, and your Fleet was in danger of Wrack, 
before it lanch't forth : but the oppoſition became your 
advantage, and who laboured the ruine of your expedi- 
tion,rais'ditup,and confirm d it on that height, that no En- 


vy ROW can undermine it, nor can it lye open to any future 
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caction; The Parliament after full debate found how Juft 
:n4 Honourable to the Kingdome was his Majeſties Fa« | 
vour to you, apd by their approbation added a ſecond 
kindof Seale to your Patent, I here preſent you with the 
{land you aime at, drawne in a little Tablet, the Cloath 
courſe, and the colours poore, and ill laid, but it may cha- 
lengethe better reception,in regard it wastaken to the life 
by me an cye witneſle, 10 Whom the memory of that fruir- 
ſill and pleaſ:nt Counticy fo far prevailes , that it makes 
me ambitious to iorſaxe my Native, and wait upon you 
thithcr: if you will pleaſe to admit me 


Sir, molt devoted to your felfe 


and the Service 


WALTER HAMON»D; 


{ 
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VELEFFRT HEE RE FEE ney 


To the Reader. 


N#: impriſons the Natives of owr Country mithin the 


Seas : but Art revengeth the injury , and by the Irytntion 
of Shipping, makes us free of the nhcle world, and Joynes 
our Iſland to the remoteſi continent « The Sundoth neither ſet roy 
riſe, but w' exe we are addmitted, or make our ſcluer free denizens , 
and fartheſt Nations ackmwitdge us either with ven:ration or 
terrour, Ard however the ſcorneful! ſolly of our Neighbours reproa- 


cheth us with the name of Iſlenders, yet have we enlarged our vVifte- 
ries en the maine Lard,and by beingimmured mith the rater,gained 
the priviledee to be Chief Maſters of that Element, Our forefathers 
1n their difroveries,left us a noble crwvie of their forturate attempts: 


And Captaine Bond ( to whom 1 dedicate this neak Deſcription of 


che Iſlard,as 1 am confident the Iſland ſherth will it ſelfe) is now fol- 


lowing their glorious tracke , and may arrive to be an equal{wandey . 


10 afier Hiſtory, For if we value thexiches of the Land Heis bound 
for, either naturall,or to begainedby Induflry, It aſſures the 4d- 
Tenturers the moſt plentifull return , being farrifht with ſuch Com- 
modirzes as no other Plantation ever afforded, If we yecard the 
rmhole ſomeneſſe of the Ayre, end pleaſure of the ſole, It promiſeth 
the Planters heaith and dtlight. Ara if ne looke on the nature of the 
proplere are to deale with, they, how ever nit civil. 2 0 into our man- 
ers, reteine the firſt incerrupt inmacence of man, An Farth, like 
tat of Eden, pleaſant without artifice, and pitntifull nithout las 
beur : 2 people ary oaching in ſame degree necre Adam, naked with- 
0:1 gul.t, ard innecent. not byafort'tweriue, but by ignorance of 
ev, and theryeatures as bumble , and ſerviceable to man as they 
mere Lefere histronſgreſpne But vchat particularly pexfwades us t8 


this onourable Expedition, rature bath ingraſted in their ſouter s 


Arangealeftlion towards our nation,ef by their ſubm*fſ: erterteining 
M3: us, 
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To the READER: 

#s, ſeemes to propheſie the eaſinefſe of that vifory we are even cours 
red to; But we intend not to betray them to ſervitude, thiugh con- 
queſt lyes open tous: Religion and the Arts wee fhal in/irutt then 
in, will be ſuſſicient gaine to them, for nhat ſoever riches their Couns 
try ſhall afford us. But hew happy ſorter our fortune maybe, they 
will ſhave at leait with us, and perhaps preceed us : For what will bee 
0:7 wealth, will no nay impoveriſh them ; and what will enableus at 
our rerurne, cannot make theiy treaſure one grains the lighter, 

Since opinion is the Common judge of Riches,vnd what in the Weſt 
is of higheſt value, as gold and precious gems , among themare eflec. 
med trifles, as our beades and other low-prized vanities, are theiy 
riches, But what ſerves as the moſt powerfull Adamant to dran us ts 
this Adventure, we ſayle not to this Iland to plam, but toreape, 
&1:d no ſooner ſhall we arrive but we ſhall find eur harveſt, ſo emany 
wealthy Commodities there attending onely the leaſure of the happie 
Adventurer, and periſhing for want of the Tudicious , who now how 
£0 diftinguiſh nhat Nature hath ſo liberalh enlarged. 

Jn aword, as it was ſaid of Thebes, ſo may 1 trylier ſay of this 
Ttand,That the Sun in all his progreſſe doth vor not behold a richs 
#nd ſweeter Countrey, 
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A briefe and moſt True Deſcription, 


of the Rich and flouriſhing {land of 
MADAGASCAR, 


N Maps, and Chartes, (though by the Natives 
1 called by a diflerent name) 15 an Ifland {1- The genes | 
J [7 tuate on the South of the Equater, and ex- _ _— 
- [1 tendeth it ſelfe North and South, from 12, of che 
degrees, to 26, degrees of latitude, in length 14, de- 14% 
orces, that is 2 80, leagues, or $40. Engliſh mules, and 

15 the greateſt knowne Iſland intheworld, having on the 

' Weſt the main Land of Africa,onthe North the Iſlands 

of Comero,on the Eaſt the {land ofthe Mauririus,and on 

the South the maine Ocean. 

Heete in the Bay of Auguſtine, is the place wherethe Auguſtine 
Engliſh Ships bound for india, doe uſually put in both 57 
outward and homeward, to take in their VWVood , Wa- 
ter, and other Proviſions ; chiefly to refreſh and Cure 
their fick people, where commonly their longeſt ſtay is 
but for five or 1x dayes, in which time they are perfeRly 
cured, This Bay lieth on the Weſt ſide of the Ifland, in 
the latitude of 2 3, degrees i under the Tropick of Capri- 
cornus. 

In this Bay we arrived in Ano 1630. in the. Charles 
and 1onah, Captaine Weddell Commander, on the firſt of 
July,and ſtayed there till the beginning of Ofober follow 
ing,which time we ſpent in coaſting along the C—_ 
and-- 


and in obſerving the cultomes and qualities of the 
people. | 

For the I{land it ſelfe, on the Eaſt fide it ſheweth to 
be a low Champion Country , with many large creekes 
and In-lets,but on the Weft it is more mountainous and 
woody, the Vallies yeelding large plaines for paſture, 
full of Navigable Rivers, the ſoyle is generally a kind of 


pare Red earth. Heere I obſerved that for the moſt part all 


the Rocks and Stones are white Marble, 

For the Seaſon, when we arrived there, it was in the 
depth of Winrer, the Sun then being in the Tropick of 
Cancer, at which time we found the T rees and Plants in 
The whol- their full verdure, all loaden with greene fruit of ſeverall 
ſomencsof Finds, the Aire ſo temperate and wholeſome , rhat al- 

©» thoughour people as they did oftentimes {leepe onthe 
bare earth, yet in all the time of our wy there ; (as di- 
vers can roflific) we never had any man fick. 

To particulariſe of the nature and qualities of the 
Trees, fruits, and Plants of the Iſland, would rather re» 
quirean Herball, then to be Epitromized in my Relati- 
on, and would be impoſſible for me to performe, ſeein 
that Almighty God doth diſpoſeto each Country ng 
climare, their particular plants and-fruits, to our Nati- 
on unknowne, yet ſome of them Iwill deſcribe as beſt 
knowne of us, 

As for Timber, there 1s great variety , their whole 
Woods conſiſting of many kinds, fitting both for Maſt 


x ne 2nd Planck, the chiefeſt of them ts the Tamarind tree, 
| whereof there are aboundance of that growth , that wee 

faw'd ſome of them into Planck, that carried foure foot 
Ebonrze Diameter, Of Ebony there is great tore , both white 
blackand and black, Trees of a kind of Red-wood like Brafill, and 


1a .. as hard, whereof the Natives make their Darts , which 1 


have to ſhow;other trees theroare wherof our men _ 


their Mathematicall Inſtruments, and by them preferred 
before Wall-nut tree or Box , belides infinite other Box: 
* kinds ſerving for Planck, Clap-boord, and Pipe-ſtaves, 
whereof we made tryall, 

One thing Tobſerved , that not one tree but bore 
fruit, though unknowne to us, yer the Munkeys were 
our taſters, for if they did eate of them, we durſt boldly 
adventure. 

All the Vallies necrethe Sea , and along the freſh Ri- 
vers, are full of Palmito trees, from whence by making ?a/mits, 
a ſmall inciſion with a Knife or Hatchet, ina quarter of patecice, 
an houre and lefſe doth iflue forth a moſt pleaſant and 
wholeſome liquor, in taſte like white Wine , and will _ 
incbriateas ſoone, and this being kept, in two dayes * 
doth become excellent Vinegar. 
'- Beſides the Palmito there is an other-kind of them 
that can be hardly diſtinguiſhed , but that it doth beare 
a fruit which we called the Sea-Cocus, whereof I have ThePor- 
ſomero ſhew, the Kirnell whereof is eſteemed tv bee of tugals ca 

equall vertue with the Bezar-{tone. + oP 

* I may not forget that admirable tree which we named mar. 
the Fleſh+-tree , whereon I would have all thoſe that de- TheFlcd; 
fire to try their blades and toglut their eyes with the ***** 
effufion of Humane blood, ro be exerciſed, for it is ſo 
like to mareriall Fleſh, that if you ſtrike at it and wound 
itwith your Sword, 1t ſheweth like an inciſion made in 
fleſh,and ble:deth forth a Crimſon fap like very blood, 
we ſuppoſed the Sanguis Draconis, whereof they Sanguis 
brought us a great quantity,to be made of the juice of ©'**%ni*s 
this tree. | 

Oranges and Limons are here in aboundance, w 


TR - 5 


here Oranges 


although our Countrymen have knowne and frequented 2% -* 
this Wland above 30. yeeres ; yet we were the firſt that G.,,,. 


diſcovered them, for ſhewing them by chancea "_ Goſnell 
j« Purler, 


*] + P24: Imy | 
Limon which oneof cur company had-ini his Pocket, 
the ncxt day we had more brought unto us then we 

Pepper, KDEW what to doe withall ; we thewcd. them Pepper, 

Cites & Cloves , and Nutmegs, which they knew , and made 

Nucmegs. ſignes to us by their geſture, that they grew up in the 

* __ Country fourc or. five ſlcepes , which we interpreted 
nights, 

Their Their Cattell heere, I meane their Oxen and Kine, 

Carell, are the goodliceſt and: largeſt for ſize that the world at- 

xn. fords, and as fat, their Gen having a great bunch of 
fleſh on the topof their ſhoulder as a Camell hath on 
his back ; ſome of them I have ſeene waigh above 30. /ib, 
being {9 curiouſly enterlarded , that we eſteemed thar 
part to be the daintieſt part of the beaſt, 

Sheepe, For Sheepe they have likewiſe in great aboundance, 
which arc both larger and fatter then ours, but of a 
courler wool. the tayles of ſome of chem waighing above q 

Gowes, 20,1lib, Goats they have in great plenty, all which Cat- : 
tell are exceeding tame becaule they doe live among 
them and 3re in a manner bred up togerher, Of all which 
C attel]| they brought them downe to us every day 1n 
wholedroves, ſo that we were compelled ro buy more 
then wecould fpend , which we committed to themto 
kcepe, who at our departure did. faithfuly reſtore. them. 
rouSagaine, 

110gY7c5s Hogs they have wildin the woods » whcreo f wc killed 

ſome, butthey nouriſh noneamoneglt them, As for Li- 

Sc Lions, ops, Tigers, and other ravening beaſts, we neither ſaw 

wr © 2 nor heard of any, and I belcceve thereare none ,. for their 

Woolves, Cattell feed abroad day and night in the plaines4a fafe- 
ty,thegreateſt enemy their Cattell have, is the Croco- 
dileor Alligator, who being in the freſh rivers, meets 
with them ſometimes when they come to water , but of 
theſe there arc. not magy; and thoſe might ſoone be de- 

2 Fe 6 ; ſkroyed 
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ſtroyed if the Natives had either witor $kill to doe 


it © 
bc Fowlethey have of all kinds both wild andtame, Their 
as well of thoſe kinds beſt knowne to us as of others _=—_ 
that I cannot name, but of thoſe we knew are theſe, Ginny 
Cocks and Hens, Ginrey Hens , Peacocks, Parrats of Hen*: 
divers Kinds, Patridges both wild and tame, wild Swans, ks, 
Geeſe and Ducks, Herons, Cranes, Paſſula flemingos, Patridge: 
whereof we have killed a dozen at one ſhot , Curlewes, (797: 
and infinite cther kinds to us unknowne.. Ducks, 


For fith their Rivers abound with great ſtore of all 7%! 


famingos 


kinds, tedious it were. for me to reckon them , we have erearftore 
taken ordinarily above 500, Mullets ata draught, and *f Fit. 
the like of all other kinds, 

Now concerning the quality and diſpoſition of the __ 
People, they are generally of a. very loving and affable \,*; «4. 
condition, for in that three moneths rhat we led as p-opt, 
mongſt rhem , we had as much freedome and lived as _ 
ſecurely as ifthe Country had beene our owne, and if at Ticirais: 
any time our people by wandring abroad had loſt their”? 
way, they would carefully bring them to'us in ſafety 
without offering them theſeaſt injury. They are juſt in all Their - 
their dealings , whereof we had good experience : For T''”* 
example, during the time of our abode amongſt them, 
they bringing downe daily ſuch an aboundance of Car- 


tell, which being ſold to us for ſmall prices, we bought 
every day more then we could ſpend; to the number of ,, ..._._ 


an hundred head of Cattell, which we committed tO ple of - 
one of their owne people to keepe for us, not greatly cir fde- 
caring whether we had them againe or no, yet at our 
comming away when we had cleared our ſelves of the 

ſhore, and all our men and proviſions were aboord , our 
Graſier brought downe to the Marine all our Cattell 

to a hooſe, and did helpeus to get them aboord, and vn 

B 2 2 


| 


all our trayding with them we never ſuſtained fo much 
Thcir 1-. as the loſſe of one Bead, For theft they puniſh it with 
1c. death, the father havidg that power over. his owne chil- 
dren, for there-we ſaw the father banc'd. his owne child. 
a Maiden of ſome ten yeercs of age; for ftcaling of ſome 
 trwoorthrce Beads. - 
coutiry For their perſons; they are a luſtic tall people both 
tion of Men and Women, the molt parr exceeding us in ſt+- 
-urae} ture, of a browne or Cheſtnut colour ; as well the Men 
anames,. as the Women weare their haire about a foot lone, 
whichthey braid up as we doc an Horſes maine. In their 


haire and cares the VVomen chicfly weare Beads, Shels, - 


or peeces of Copper, alfo bracelets about their armes, 
eithcr of ſweet Wood , or of Shels, the better ſort of 
Copper or Brafle. Every Man for the moft part weares 
about his neck has Razor, pick-tooth, and Mallers, ro 
pluck out the haire , (for yow maſt note they weare no 
beards) alſo his ſticks to kindle fire, all which I have 


ro ſhew. The Women likeivife weare - reck-laces of 


Beads ſweet VVood;or Shels, tor what their fancie beſt 
pleaſes. T hey go gencrallyallniked as welthe Men as rhe 
Women, except a fmallpeece of Cotton of their owne 
6p". making, ſome two havdtullsbroad and ten long, which 
comming about their waſte they croſfe it betwixt rheir 
legs and {ſo make it faſt behind them,and this is the orna* 
ment of the Married, the reft goe nakeJ, 

Naked Nor didtheir nakedneffe any way tempt us to any 
neſl-no wyncivill ation ,, at the firſt our curiofiry made our eyes 
inciv:lt, Unchaft , but afrcrone weeke they converſed with us , 
' with the ſame obſervation as we behold ordinarily our 
Cattell, and I doe beleeve that apparel} and the dreſſe of 

Women, alures more then their nakedneſle, 
They are generally of a lazie condition, for they net- 


Thri: diſ- ther plant nor ſow, for in the Sommer rime they ſeed 
pohtions 
p ON 
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| (7) 
on thoſe fruits which the earth naturally producerh; x 
and on milke all the yeere long , which for wang of Tacir dice, | 
veſſels the moſt part ot them like great Calves fuck from 
the Cowes, a thing ordinary with them. For bread they 
have ſome Cufcus and gravancerwhich: b belceve groxe 
naturally ; they kill no Beaſt without rheallowanceof 
the King or Governour, who dividetlt to every 6ne his 
pare according to his family , wherein I noted both 
their communxy and Juſbice. 
| They are in continnall. Wars one againſt another, 
which is chiefly for watring places ,. for whilſtwe ſtayd 
amongſt rhem we defored rhem to ſhew us-the manner of Tici-ma- 
their fohe, which they did to make us ſport, therr'Skir- Fioh., 
mtſhes areon this manner ; They divided themſelves in- 
to two Companies , ſome'fifty on a fide with Launces: 
and Darts withoet —— and. ſo betwixt Ta 
leaping with a terriblehumbbub or cry,they'traverſe their 

i and ſo deliver their Dargaltcty adverſe par- 
ty either avoydeth or catcheth', ard: rerurnes back to 
them againe ; Their Women and children in the meane 


_ time imploy themſelves in garheringupof the enemies” 


—_ wherewich they ſupply their huſbands and fa- 

tNErs, 

As our firſt comming a ſhore whenthey beheld us ſer - 

up' our Tents and had planted a couple of Fowlers, they 

imagined that we came to inhabire there , whereupon Air be- - 

their King Andrapela with his Company, to the number act it 

of an hundred cameto our Captaine, ſubmiſſively lay. landing, 

ing their Launcesat his feer and kiſſed them, offering wen. 

himſelfe and his people unto; his fubjeQion , praying 

hinto-receivethem, their Vives, Children, and Cat- 

tell underhis protecion,and ro defend them from their 

Enemies, whick'rhe Captaine accepted, he told! us of 

the morrall wars they had with the Maſſageyes their The Maſs | 
B 3. next ſagores, © 
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(5) 
next borders, but before we departed we left them good 
friends. | 
Upon a time,lI know not whether upon policy or ne- 
| ceſlity they came to our Captaine with a lamentable 
a poi cry, that the Hafſagores were come downe upon them 
pela, andhaddrove away their Catte},8 thatunlefle we came 
ſpeedily to reſcue them, they ſhould be either all ([aine | 
or Captived. Whereupon in halfe an houres time wee 
had at leaſt 200. of our men-inarmes, with our Drum, 
and Colours flying, to look our for this ſuppoſed Enc- 
my, having marcht thus a mile or two into the Woods, 
tl.ey brought usat length untoa place where the King 7 
had provided three or foure fat Sheepe and other things ; 
to feaſt us, and this was all the Enemy we found, 
i} = When our People firſt diſcovered this Ifland, which | 
1 "£ Was about 37. yeeres ſince, we had no Commoditie to | 
1 trade with them for their CattcH, Royalls of Eight they | 
Our 6:2 Teluſed at length having eſpyed the Boat ſwaines whiſtle | 
rradewich and Chaine they hada great mind to the Chaine, fo 
men. that for a foot of Chaine we bought an Oxe , wkereup- 
on the next Voyage we carricd over ſilver Chaines on 
| puypoleto trade with them , afterward when our men 
, ſhewed them red Agat Beads they became in love with 
4 them, and would trade withus for Ghaines no longer, | 
43 {o that for a few Samſams or round ſmall Beads , wee ; 
I bought up all our filver Chaines again, Every morning 
during our abode there they brought us downe at leaſt 
two or three hundred head of Cattell of all kinds, as 
G:eaz Oxen, Sheepe, and Goats, of which the largeſt and fat- 
pln:y's+ reſt Oxe we bought for five or ſix long Beads , called by 
2nd 2od Them Arango 5, which coſtvs in India not two pence the 
Chczpe. Bead, and the ſmaller Catrell after that rate , and theſe 
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aretheJewels they moſt eſtcemyfor as I aid before being 
a nakcd people, and having no ſettled Habitations, 4 
aftet 
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affe& nothing but what they can hang about their necks 
and armes,whercin they take a great pride, and 1s indeed 
all the wealth they have, As for their Kine they doe 
not willingly part with them but keepe them for 
breed , and forthcir milke for the ſuſtenance of them 
and their children. | 

When we came firſt among them wecould never ſee 
above foure or five hundred of them , Men, Women, — 0M 
and Children , that lived together under one Raiz or moſt live 
Governour, nor could we {ce more all the time of our 255": 
ſtay, and theſe came to us armed with Lances and Darts 
neatly and artificially made, for other weapons th 
know none, bur by th policy of Maſter &ichard wild * 2007 
our Preſident, we bought up all their weapors fura few + 
Beads and {o diſarmed them , fo that for two monethes Kict-rd 
after we could ſcarſely ſee twenty Lance amongſt them &''p,n | 
all, for although alltheir imployments be about the denr. 
making of them, yet for want ot Tooles they canrot 
make one ina fortnights time, 

In coaſting along the ſhore to the Northwards in 3 /arze | 
our Barge , ſome twenty leagues from Auguſtine Bay .;ycredt, 
whcre our Ships road, we fell within a great freth Ri the north 
veras broad asthe Thames at Lee., whereon we ſayled 3545" 
ſome foure or five leagues , where we ſaw the coodliet © 
Country that ever cyes beheld, Ve founded as we went, 
and found no lefle then fourcor five fadome water, and 
therefore Navigable for Ships. The Natives ſecing tis 
(whom they had never {cen beforezuſed al the means they 
could by calling to ns., making wefts and ufing other 
geſtures.to cauſe us tocone on Land, which ar the laſt we 
did, being not above twenty of us,every nan having his 
Muſquer, who entertzined us with a great dcale-ot re- 
ſpec, preſenting us with their fruits fweer gurms , and 
the like, myking ſignes to us to goe with them to ſee 
tacir 
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Oyſters 


their Towne which we yec{ded unto, reere about 100.0f 
them being our convoy arm'd after their manner » who 
brought us firit through a great Wood at leaſt halfe a 
mile through of Paſmito and Tamarind Trees, then we 
came into a greatlarge plain or Paſture ofas good grafſe 


and Herbage as ever I beheld in England-whereon a num. 


ber of Cattell were graling» 
Beyond this plaine in a little copſe or wood were 


their houſes, made like Sommer Bowres of bonghs and 
| Mats, here they entertainedus with ſongs and dances, 


11-099/gp0k bringing their yong children to us to take in our armes, 


ner of cn- 


eertaining CO WHOM we gave a few glaſle Beads, & they preſented us 
. with L1mbs,milke, egges , and the like, Here they offe- 
red us their'Oxen, Goats, and Sheep, for Beads at halle 

the rate we payd in Avuguſiize Bay, And not oneiy at this 

time but at another time we found out the cunning of 

Andrape- {wdraptls , for we had not beene there a moneth butthe 
}'s ſub- tumor of our arrivall comming up into the Country , 
lic. they brought downe great droves of Cattell tous on the 
other {ide ofthe River to ſell tous, but he would by no 
meanes have usto trade with them , making fignes to 
us that they were Man-eaters , but when he fawthat we 
werereſolved totrade with them , he gets over to them 
before us and deales with them for halfe the profit , as 

we knew afterwards, | 

In our Voyage back againe, we fell into a deepe Bay 
where we honns aboundance of excellent Oyſters, grow- 
g'owing ing Or rather ſucking to the rootes and branches of 
9n Ic Trees which you muſt conceive grew in ſalt water,which 


were both large and fat, and not much inferiour to our 


Engliſh.Oyſters; this Bay or creeke is not much above 

a league from Auguſtine Bay. | 
ThcicRe: For their Religion, as faras we could trace them, we 
ligion, COnceived them (if of any ) to be 2fahometars , _ 
. ! | =p res they 
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theyhavegotten by their affinity & neer ncighborhoon to tle 
Aforer,that filthy Set like acontagious Leprokie hath gene- 
rally tuteQed almolt all thoſe Eaſterve and Southerae parts 
of the world; for we obſerveu them to be circumcited, Their 
Prieſts came often tous., and were preſent ſometimes at our Their 
Devotions, where they behaved themſelves with a great deale + 
of reverence, They thewed us their bookswhich were made of _ 
Parchment or ſun-dried(heep-skins;their charafterswere like Thei: m 
th Fgyptian Hieroglyphicks,ſome like a fiſh,utree,x flowerya "<7 5 
beaft and the like, which they would read to us in a confuſed Be c 
manner,being as they told us a prayer to God, We ſhewed - 
them one of our Books,which when they had well viewed and 
turnd over,they delivered us b .ck again,requeſting us to read 
therein, whercat rhey gave good attention , yet they under- 
ſtood us no more then we did them. 7 

Now for the Commodities & Riches of this Hland,which Comm: 


ditics 


minerals and preczous Stones they have are unknowne to us, 
neither what rich gums and drugs thoſe parts afford we know 
not. By chance thoſe people brought us a kind of Red gum 
having the fell of Balfome;whichbeing caſt on the coales $,,,u; 
ycelded a moſt excellent perfume better then Benjamin ; VVe draceni 
brought from thence a good quantity,whereot I have ſometo 
ſhew,the powder therof put into any woundorulcerdoth pre« 


| 
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FT agemers honourable for the Kingdome, and how profitable forthe 
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melenpt | | X . '. 
Foie forthe length of rhe Voyage, it being neere upon two thirds 


E /oyage Of the way to India. Conſider that: now by our anuuall trad- 


| 4 Lonthes. 


| {ently cure it as 1 have often expericnced , it proved to be a 
lots, Kind ot Sanguis-Draconis; the Herbe Aloes doth grow there 
f in fuch aboundance all along. the Marine , that one of our 
# men by my dire&ion in three or foure- dayes made halfe a 
'7 hundred waight, which was ſold Maſter Sad/cr a Druggeſtin 
il Buklershury tor a noble the pound , and by him preferred to 
\ be better t hen that which 15 brouglit us from Seccarore, from 
whom the next: Voyage after-| received inftructions 1n wris 
'F ting kow torctineit, and of this an hundred tun might be 
f | _, madeinayeare, if there were gond vent for'it, to [peake no- 
{| ;iveers thingof Sugarand Ginger, which naturally gro'v there ina» 
Þ ile boundance, and for rhe Silke wormes, I can reſtifie upon my 
ſ co oath and produce witreſſes , that in walx1ng through the 
os woods we have bin entangled fo: faſt with raw lilke, that we 
have h:4d ſme trouble to cleare our ſelves, 

New howeatily might therebea Plantation madeupon this 
Iflznd by our Nation, let the indifferent Reader judge , how 


incou- 


pra plan- A dverrurers, And firſt tor the facility therof, rhey area pec = 


+ ation, k 
: ple with whom we have had trade and commerce necre upon 


torty yearcs,and therefore they are well acquainted with our 
conditions and friendly deportment towards them. 'And as 


jure 11g antothe ſe parts our Seamen are more skilfull,and better 
experienced in thoſe ' Voyages then formerly they were : For 
a. +41, having palt the Camaries you ſayle alwayes before the wind, in 

| b Sher- a ſmooth and peaceable Sea out -of the range of the Turkiili 
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# yobeLx Pirzrs, ſo that Ladies may and have often gone thoſe Voyas 


| Fl | 1y Haw 


:irs, an] GfES,CEVEN TO the urmoſeparts Of India, 


Camo , Ardlaſtly, what an mfinire Commodity would redoundto 


; | bo 4 < . o . 

E ira,» our Country it we had a Plantation there, it being onely fit- 
Fa, tilt forus, an 1 co belceve reſerved for us in this latter Ape; 
4 # pi 70 WICH purpoſe that truely Noble Gentleman Captaine 


Byrd our Governour, what atea of appolitionhath he waded 
| & tirough 


| (13) 
rhrough to fett!c a Colony of Englith in t)at richand plen» 
tifull Iſland, for the tor.our of his King and Kingdome, and 
for the propagation of the Chriſtian Faith, among thoſe 
Poore Eluced Scules ? 


For the tr :de we have in T#dis,lct us confiJer upon wat a 


tickle poynt it ſtands,ſubjeR to the tyranny ofthe ambitious 
Moores , who upon every ſlight occaſion quarreil with our 
Merchants that live among them, confiſcating their goode, 
impriſoning thejr perſons , and rhreatning tem every houre 


with their terrible Chawbucks or Whips, cxtorting from rey 
them infinite ſums'of money, for little or no cauſe at all. ——_—__ 


then agarn to conhder what aworld of Treafure 1s every year 
tranſported to thoſe Infidels,by the Engliſh and Hol'ancere, 
& nothiog returncd but leaves & bloflones,I meanCotrons& 
Indico;as for Cotton it doth grow there natura ly,for Indico 
if it do not grow thereas I think itdorh,the ſeed may cafily be 
broght thitherfr6 /ndia & Planted there,& workmen brought 
thither towork it. Aloes,as I ſaid betore,mny be made there in 


aboundance.Ships& Pinnaces maytherbe bui!t.Ships that are z,;14;ng 
bound for 1ndija, may there be vicuzlied both outward and of Ships% 


homeward', which would be 2 great benefit for 41l thoſe," 82+ 


{Hips that-goc for india and Perfis , for if their Brefe be well Foe voy 
ICLUAle |! 

ling ofct 
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killed,faked,preſt,and repackt 2gaine ; 1t may be preſervet'in 


os 


Caske atwelve moneth and longer, For falt there is no want 1n 
thereof, for-befides that which you may find kirned on the fleets» 


Rocks, ſalt-pans may eaſily be made, 


Bur it may bc here objeed;th:t if this Ifland of -Hadagaſ- An ob- 


tion 


e. ua 


car were of that worth,wealth,and fo commodicns 25 I would Je jp 
'1W 


infer, the Portugals 1d long fince planted upon it astl ey 
have done on many places horh in Af:#c& and on the fir.ve 
Land of /ndia, To this | anfiver, that when the Portugals firſk 
paſſed the Cape of good Hope, to Ciſcover the Kinguomes 
of Cambaia and Calicut, now named the Fafl-India, they coa- 
ſed along the maine Lana of Fthropia, and fell with ſoſum; 


bique, where they planteda Colony forthe reliefe of their: 
C_ 2 ; (hips , 
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ſhips comming ont of Exrepe , whersthey take 1n freſh Pro- 
vilt,ns, and their wants ſupplied they proceed on their pre- 
rended Voyages to India,where they intended their conquelts 
and plantationsquling that other bur as an Hoftery or a place 
of relicfe for their Ships outward and homeward, not cam- | 
ming ſcarſely within the {ight of Madagaſcar, Nor caneither 
Spanizrd or Portugal here claime any title, having had never 
any footing hcre , much lefle that they ſhould any way op- 
poſe us, they having more Forts in 1dia already then they 
ate ableto hold, and arealmoſt beaten off of their Trades 
Gincethe Engliſh and Dutchuſed thoſe Seas. 

Conſider withall , how that a few Portugalis have for the 
1pace of neere upon two hundred yeares fortityed themſelves 
on the maine Land ot Indiaas at Cambaia,Goge, Daman, Muſ- 
cat, Dabull, Goa, Callicut , Malacca, Maran, and others ; and 
doe hold them fill in deſpight of the 4Hoores, a warlike and 
powerfull Nation, I nced- not tell you of Or7mws a barren 
{{land, or rather a Rock of falt , yer by the induſtry of the 
Portugalls ina few yeares, þy forcing the Indian trade thither, 
it became the greateſt Mart inthe world, 

And to conclude, this Virgin iſland of Madagaſcar, doth 
here by me friendly and lovingly invite our Nation to take 
ſome compaſſion of her Nakedneſſe, her Poverty , and'her 

- Simplicity,both Corporall,and Spirituall,and dothearneſtly | 
and affeionately, even beg of us to Redeeme her out | 
of her miſerable thraldome , under the Tyranny of Satan, 
to be united withus into the fellowſhip of the Sons of God, 


by our Unionin Chriſt Jeſus. - 1 
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